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BUTTERFLIES OF YAMHILL COUNTY, OREGON

BY KENNETHFENDER

McMinn<ville, Oregon

Yamhill County is in the northwestern portion of the State

of Oregon, just south and west of Portland. It has proved a

very fair collecting area for rhopalocera and I thought a list of

the captures over a recent period would be of interest. Some
ninety names are herein recorded, including two newer names

from recent descriptions.

I wish to thank Mr. Robert Rieder and Mr. Ralph Macy,

two local collectors, for their help. Without their notes this list

would be very incomplete.

I have adopted Mr. J. D. Gunder’s style of cataloguing

from his “List of Butterflies of Los Angeles County, Calif.”

(Bulletin So. Calif. Acad. Sci., XXIX, August, 1930), and

believe his use of classification categories, including the use of

transition form in place of the word aberration, to be very

satisfactory. His list quotes original description references,

illustration notices and food plant data, so this information

would, I believe, be superfluous if repeated here.

As this list probably is incomplete, I will record new cap-

tures as they occur, making note of them in future issues of

the Pan-Pacific Entomologist.

1. Papilio bairdii oregonia Edw., a race (or form?).

1 ^ ,
no date, Carlton. Only specimen thus far reported from

this county.

2. Papilio zelicaon Luc., a species. 1 $ ,
1 $ ,

May 18,

1930, Baker Creek Canyon; 1 $

,

April 27, 192'8, McMinnville

1 ^ ,
May 6, 1928, McMinnville. Well distributed, but seem-

ingly uncommon.

3. Papilio indra Reak., a species. Although this is an

indra territory, I cannot report its capture from this county, but

undoubtedly it is here, as it has been seen.

4. Papilio rutulus Luc., a species. 5 5,3 9 ,
April 16,

1928, Baker Creek Canyon; 1 5,1 9, May 23, 1928, Muddy
Valley; 9 5,3 9 , July 24, 1930. Commoneverywhere in the

county and an easy capture.
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5. Papilio eurymedon Luc., a species. 10 5,3 $ ,
June

16, 1930, Baker Creek Valley; 3 5, May 9, 1930, Muddy
Valley; 9 5,1 9, June 6, 1929, Baker Creek Valley. A
common Papilio, taken at all elevations.

6. Papilio eurymedon albanus F. & F., a form. 1 5

,

June 6, 1928, mountains above Baker Creek. A seemingly rare

form of this species.

7. Parnassius clodius claudianus Stich., a race. 50 5

,

10 9 ,
June 25, 1930, and 20 5 , 7 9 ,

June 30, 1930, Baker

Creek Canyon. Very common in this particular canyon where

on favorable days it fairly seems to swarm.

8. Parnassius clodius baldur Edw., a form? 2 5,3 9 ,

August 8, 1928, 1 5 ,
July 12, 1930, and 1 5 ,

July 16, 1930,

Baker Creek Canyon. Not very plentiful.

9. Neophasia menapia F. & F., a species. 1 5,1 9 , July

27, 1930, 12 5,2 9 ,
August 6, 1930, 7 5,4 9 , August 12,

1929, Baker Creek Canyon; 1 5 , July 27, 1929, Pea Vine Ridge,

Females difficult to capture, as they fly high.

10. Ascia protodice Bdv. & Lee., a species. 1 9 ,
August

23, 1930, McMinnville; 1 9, unknown date, Bellview. Prob-

ably a visitor from eastern Oregon.

11. Ascia protodice vernalis Edw. 1 9, August 27,

1930, Bellview. Also a stray.

12. Ascia napi oleracea Harr., a form? This butterfly

is seen on the western boundary of the county.

13. Ascia napi castoria Reak., a seasonal form? 1 9,

August 27, 1930, Bellview. Seldom taken in this county.

14. Ascia napi margin alis Scud., a seasonal form? 3 5,

April 20, and 20 5 9 s, May 3, 1930, Baker Creek Canyon.

Rather common at proper time.

15. Ascia napi pallida Scud., a seasonal form? 3-5,
2 $ , June 18, 1928, 5 5 ,

June 30, 1929, 2 5,1 9 ,
June 6,

1930, Baker Creek Canyon. A fragile butterfly hard to secure

in good condition. Females seem to be scarce.

16. Ascia rap^ L., a species. 12 5,9 9 ,
May 12, 1927.

McMinnville. Commoneverywhere as usual.

17. Ascia rap^ yreka Reak., a form. 2 5, 1 9 , July

29, 1930, McMinnville. A darker form of the species, espe-

cially dark on the under side.
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18. Anthocharis SARA REAKiRTi Edw., a racc. 12 S

,

April 10, 1929, 6 S ,
May 16, 1930, Baker Creek Canyon. A

common butterfly. White females not seen.

19. Anthocharis sara reakirti stella Edw., a female

form. 3 $ ,
April 16, 1927, Baker Creek Canyon

; 5 $ ,
April

29, 1929, hills north of Bellview; 4 $, May 13, 1930, Baker

Creek Canyon. Certainly a female form of the species in this

locality.

20. Anthocharis sara julia Edw., a race here ? 1 5 ,

May 16, 1930, Baker Creek Canyon; 1 May 27, 1930, Pea

Vine Ridge. Identification uncertain but probable.

21. Eurymus eurytheme Bdv., a species. 1 $ ,
October

12, 1929, McMinnville. Not common.

22. Eurymus eurytheme autumnalis Ckll., a seasonal

form (?). 1 $, May, 1927, Bellview; 1 $, October 19, 1928,

McMinnville. Divergent emergence may account for the above

records.

23. Eurymus eurytheme amphidusa Bdv., may be a spe-

cies here. 2 S $, August 6, 1927, south of McMinnville;

1 1 9, September 6, 1927, golf course near McMinnville;

5 B ,
2 9 ,

September 6, 1929, near McMinnville. What I take

to be this butterfly is quite common in the county.

24. Eurymus eurytheme amphidusa alba Stkr., a female

form. 2 9 ,
August 16, 1928, Muddy Valley; 1 9 ,

October 12,

1930, McMinnville. White females occur continually.

25. Eurymus occidentalis chrysomelas shast^ B. and

Benj., a female form. 1 9 ,
date unknown, Bellview. The white

female of chrysomelas and rare.

26. Danaus menippe Hbn., a species. 2 S
, June 6, 1927,

McMinnville; 1 ^ ,
August 7, 1930, Baker Creek Valley. Quite

scarce in this county because of absence of the food plant,

which is milkweed.

27. CcENONYMPHACALIFORNIA ERYNGii Hy. Edw., a race.

1 5 , July 7, 1928, and 1 July 23, 1930, McMinnville. Has

more yellow on than the species.

28.

CcENONYMPHAAMPELOS Edw., a species. 100 S $

,

1927, 25 ^ 9 ,
July 19, 1929, McMinnville. A very common

butterfly.
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29. Cercyonis ariane Bdv., a species. 40 ^ , June 12,

1930; 20 5 ,
60 $ ,

June 19, 1930, Pratt’s Farm. The only

Satyr in the county thus far.

30. Argynnis leto Behr, a species. 3^,2$, July 9,

1929, 10 S, July 12, 1930, 25 $, 1 $, July 15, 1930, Baker

Creek Valley. Most plentiful Argynnis in this section; but

females are difficult to secure.

31. Argynnis bremnerii Edw., a species, 6^ $ , July 14,

1929, 12 5 $ , July 12, 1930, Baker Creek Valley. Common
in locality noted.

32. Argynnis hydaspe rhodope Edw., a race. 2 $ , 1 $ ,

July 12, 1930, 1 $ ,
July 16, 1930, Baker Creek Valley. Not

plentiful.

33. Argynnis clio Edw. (?) 1 ^ ,
June 9, 1928, Muddy

Valley. I hesitate to try to identify this specimen until Mr.

Gunder’s revision of the genus appears.

34. Brenthis epithore Edw., a species. 25 $ ,7 $ ,
May

17, 1930, 16 $

,

3 2 ,
June 4, 1930, Baker Creek Valley.

Common from May till late July.

35. Euphydryas chalcedona D. and H., a species. 2 $

,

May 26, 1930, Baker Creek Valley; 1 2 ,
May 23, 1928, Lower

Baker Creek. Seldom found in this district.

36. Euphydryas chalcedona colon Edw. ( ?)

,

a race.

1 $

,

May 30, 1929, Baker Creek Valley; 2 $, June 4, 1930,

Lower Baker Creek Valley. More local exploration is needed

to determine these specimens with certainty.

37. Phyciodes campestris Behr., a species, 5 $ , 3 2,

May 16, 1928, Muddy Valley; 3 $, August 6, 1930, Baker

Creek Valley. Commonin May and June.

38. Phyciodes mylitta Edw., a species. 12 $ ,
May 8,

1930, Baker Creek Valley; 1 ^ , 1 2 , July 16, 1930, McMinn-
ville. Plentiful throughout the county.

39. Phyciodes mylitta macyi Fender., a transition form.

1 $ ,
September 6, 1929, Pea Vine Ridge. (Ent. News, June,

1930). Albifusism.

40. Phyciodes mylitta collinsi Gund., a transition form.

1 3 , July 4, 1929, McMinnville. Immaculism.

41. PoLYGONiA SATYRUSEdw,, a species. 7 S 9 ,
April 25,

1928, 15 ^ 2, May 9, 1929, McMinnville; 6^,1 2, July 16,
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1930, Baker Creek Valley. Commonenough in the valleys at

the forest edge.

42. Polygon lA satyrus chrysoptera Wrgt., a form. 1 S ,

2 $ ,
undated, McMinnville. A lightly colored form of this

species.

43. PoLYGONiA SATYRUSMARSYASEdw., a race (?). 2 $ ,

April 25, 1928, 2 1 $ ,
April 27, 1928, McMinnville. A

scarce Satyr.

44. PoLYGONiA FAUNUSRUSTicus Edw., a race. 15^9,
April 12, 1930, 5 ^9, May 4, 1930, Baker Creek Valley.

Many can be captured in the valleys of the foothills.

45. PoLYGONiA OREAsEdw., a species. 1 $ ,
April 27, 1930,

Baker Creek Valley. This is the only record thus far.

46. PoLYGONiA OREAS siLENUs Edw., a racc. 3 $

,

1 9 ,

May 20, 1928, 2 ^ ,
May 29, 1929, Muddy Valley; 1^,29,

April 12, 1930, Baker Creek Valley. Considered a rare butter-

fly and a high flier.

47. Aglais californica Bdv., a species. 1 $ ,
May 16,

1929, Baker Creek Valley; also 1 $ taken near McMinnville.

Strangely rare in this collecting area.

48. Aglais milberti Godt., a species. 1 $ ,
June 7, 1928,

McMinnville. Rare here.

49. Aglais milberti subpallida Ckll., a form. 1 $ , July

12, 1929, Yamhill County golf course; 2 5, June 16, 1930,

Baker Creek Valley. This form is evidently commoner than

the species itself. Much intergradation.

50. Aglais antiopa L., a species. 4^,1 9 ,
April 8, 1930,

1 $
,

July 16, 1929, Baker Creek Valley. This species seems

to be with us the year round*

51. Cynthia atalanta L., a species. 2 $ ,
May 12, 1928,

3 $ (bred), June 14, 1929, McMinnville. Found most every-

where.

52. Cynthia virginiensis Dru., a species. 1 $ ,
May 24,

1929, McMinnville. Not at all common here.

53. Cynthia cardui L., a species. 1 ^ ,
May 16, 1928,

1 $ ,
May 24, 1930, Muddy Valley. Scarcely ever taken in the

county, but may be plentiful at times.

54. Cynthia carye Hbn., a species. 4^9, April 25, 1928,

6 (J 9 ,
April 27, 1928, McMinnville. Commonin comparison



APRIL, 1931] FENDER YAMHILL COUNTYBUTTERFLIES 185

to cardui. This species likes to play along the edges of the

woods with the Grapta species.

55. Cynthia carye muelleri Letch., a transition form.

1 $ ,
July 23, 1930, Macy’s Farm. This specimen was picked

off the front of an auto.

56. Basilarchia weidemeyerii Edw., a species. 1 $ ,
un-

dated, foothills south of McMinnville. Probably a visitor in

this region.

57. Basilarchia lorquini Bdv., a species. 5 $ , July 24,

1930, Baker Creek Valley; 2 $, 1 $, May 9, 1928, Muddy
Valley. Our commonest Admiral.

58. Basilarchia lorquini eavesii Edw., a form. 1 $

,

August 6, 1930, McMinnville. A form in which a row of spots

appear on the upper side of secondaries.

59. Basilarchia lorquini burrisoni Mayn., a race (?).

10 $ , 3 $ ,
May 24, 1930, Baker Creek Valley. There is evi-

dently a local colony of this up Baker Creek.

60. Heterochroa bredowii californica Butl., a race.

1 July 29, 1928, McMinnville; 2 $, 1$, August 6, 1930,

Baker Creek Valley. Quite rarely found.

61. Atlides HALESus Cram., a species. 1^,1 9 ,
undated,

Macy’s Farm near McMinnville. Considered a very lucky catch

in this region.

62. Strymon melinus Hbn., a species. In local collec-

tions, evidently from this district.

63. Strymon sylvinus Bdv., a species. 9 $ 2 ,
May 18,

1930, 6 $ 2 , June 14, 1929, Baker Creek Valley. Taken often

in foothills and higher levels.

64. Incisalia iroides Bdv., a species. 1 $ , July 12, 1930,

1 9 , July 16, 1930, Baker Creek Valley. Last year I was glad

to find this butterfly for the first time.

65. Incisalia eryphon Bdy., a species. 1 3 , July 26, 1930,

Baker Creek Canyon. Probably more records of this species

will be available later.

66. Callophrys dumetorum Bdv., a species. 2 3 , June 8,

1930, 1 3

,

June 27, 1930, Valley of Baker Creek. Probably

common enough if searched for.

67. Tharsalea virginiensis Edw., a species. S3, 2 9,

June 18, and 2 3 ,
I 2

,

June 27, 1929, Lower Baker Creek
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Valley. A small local habitat of this species has thus far been

the only colony found in this region.

68. Lyc^ena xanthoides Bdv., a species. 1 ^ , 1 $ ,
June

18, 1928, 1 $ ,
June 27, 1928, Macy’s Farm near McMinnville.

The northern limit of this species evidently just reaches this

county.

69. Lyc^na helloides Bdv., a species. 3 ^ ,
3 9 , June 8,

1928, 7^,39, June 21, 1929, McMinnville; 2^,49, July 12,

1930, Baker Creek Canyon. This pretty little copper is our

commonest butterfly in the genus.

70. Everes amyntula Bdv., a species. 4 5,2 9 ,
April 8,

1929, 2 5,29, May 18, 1930, Baker Creek Valley and Canyon.

Fairly plentiful.

71. Plebeius MELISSA Edw., a species. 1 5 ,
June 7, 1930,

fields south of McMinnville. Probably only a chance record,

though there may be a numerous colony.

72. Plebeius maricopa fenderi Macy, a race. 1 5,2 9 ,

May 25, 1929, taken on an isolated patch of lupine just west of

Macy’s Farm. (Ent. News, January, 1931).

73. Plebeius acmon D. and H,, a species. 6 5,29, May
18, 1929, Redmond’s rock crusher; 10 5,6 9, June 11, 1927,

Grand Island. Commonenough most everywhere.

74. Plebeius acmon cottlei Grin., a seasonal form. 1 5 ,

1 9 ,
April 12, 1928, at same locality as species. Has darker

underside. Is an interesting catch.

75. Philotes battoides oregonensis B. and McD., a race.

1 5 , July 27, 1927, Muddy Valley. Only record thus far.

76. Glaucopsyche xerces Polyphemus Bdv., a race (?).

4 5,3 9

,

May 16, 1930, 2 5,1 9 , June 7, 1930, Baker Creek

Valley. The synonymy of Barnes and Benjamin check list is

difficult to understand in this group.

77. Glaucopsyche xerces antiacis Bdv., a form or race

(?). 15,29, May 19, 1928, McMinnville. As in No. 76,

this group is difficult to identify.

78. Lyc^nopsis pseudargiolus B. and L. (form or race

of, ?). 12 5 , 5 9 ,
May 27, 1930, Baker Creek Valley. Quite

common.

79. Lyc^nopsis pseudargiolus neglecta Edw., a sea-

sonal form. 1 5 ,
June 26, 1930, Baker Creek Valley. Scarcer

than the species.
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80. Epargyreus tityrus Fabr., a species. 3 $ ,
July 12,

1927, Baker Creek Valley; 10 ^ , 8 9 , July 24, 1930, Baker

Creek Valley. Many to be taken in the foothills.

81. Pyrgus ruralis Bdv., a species. 2 $ ,
2 9 , July 7,

1927, 1 5,3 9 , July 12, 1929, Baker Creek Valley. This one

locality is the only spot thus far found here for this butterfly.

82. Pyrgus tessellata occidentalis Skin., a race. 1 5

,

1 9, July 18, 1928, McMinnville; 1 5, June 11, 1927, Grand

Island. Not numerous, but probably taken throughout this

county.

83. Pyrgus scriptura Bdv., a species. 1 5 , July 16, 1928,

Baker Creek Valley. Rare here as it evidently is most every-

where.

84. Erynnis persius afranius Lint. (?), a race. 2 5,

June 8, 1929, Muddy Valley; 2 5,19, July 24, 1930, Baker

Creek Valley. A relatively common skipper.

85. Erynnis Propertius S. and B., a species. 6 5,3 9 ,

May 12, 1926, Muddy Valley; 3 5,3 9 ,
May 4, 1928, Baker

Creek Valley; 6 5,4 9, May 28, 1929, Eola Hills. A very

plentiful hill skipper.

86. Pamphilida pal^mon Pall., a species. 2 5 ,
July 19,

1930, Baker Creek Valley. Uncommon skipper here as it is

elsewhere in the West.

87. PoLiTES SONORAScud., a species. 1 5 ,
July 12, 1929,

McMinnville. A scarce capture in these parts.

88. PoLiTES MARDONEdw., a species. 1 5 ,
June 28, 1929,

McMinnville; 1 9, June 10, 1930, Baker Creek Canyon. A
rare butterfly.

89. PoLiTEs SABULETi Bdv., 2l species. 20 5,9 9 ,
August

6, 1929; 45 5 9 ,
August 21, 1930, McMinnville. This skipper

swarms in quantity in the valleys during August.

90. Atrytone vestris Bdv., a species. 3 5 , July 13, 1928,

2 5,1 9 , July 24, 1929, Baker Creek Valley. Quite common
. in collections.


